
Thanks for joining us in the Quest Diagnostics® Haystack MRD™ Early Experience Program. 
The goal of this program is to generate customer and patient insights into Haystack MRD to 
ensure that the test can be of benefit to you and your patients.

Haystack MRD is a next-generation minimal residual disease (MRD) test that detects ultralow levels of 
circulating tumor DNA (ctDNA) to uncover residual disease after definitive surgery.   
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How it works
Haystack MRD is personalized for each patient. Tumor tissue and a blood sample collected at surgery are 
sent to Quest Diagnostics for whole-exome sequencing (WES) to identify patient-specific somatic mutations. 
A personalized MRD test targeting up to 50 of these mutations is then developed to detect ctDNA in a blood 
sample. The MRD test can then be performed whenever needed 
to detect residual or recurrent disease throughout the 
patient’s care journey.
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What to expect



Testing frequency

Testing procedure

We recommend testing at 3 (+/- 1) and 6 (+/- 2) weeks following surgery to help guide adjuvant treatment decisions. 
However, because the Early Experience Program includes only 2 tests per patient, providers may elect to conduct a 
single postsurgical test at 3 weeks and use the second test for treatment response or recurrence monitoring. See 
the figure below for typical testing timepoints. The frequency of testing is left to the discretion of the provider.

Haystack MRD Baseline is the first test performed, normally ordered at or soon after definitive surgery to
determine landmark MRD status. After the Baseline test is ordered, Quest Diagnostics will manage retrieval of 
tissue and can coordinate blood collection with the patient if in-clinic collection is not available. After Baseline 
results are delivered, a brief survey will need to be completed before Haystack MRD Monitoring is ordered.

Haystack MRD Monitoring is defined as any test ordered after the Baseline test, including a second MRD test to 
confirm landmark MRD results or testing to monitor treatment response or recurrence. Unlike for the Baseline test, 
blood only (and not tumor tissue) is collected for the Monitoring test. 

Patients with testing performed as part of the Early Experience Program will not receive a bill for Haystack MRD. 
For testing performed outside of the Early Experience Program, we are actively working with Medicare and health 
insurance companies to secure coverage. Quest Diagnostics also offers supplemental financial 
assistance to those who are eligible. Our dedicated Patient Service Specialists are available for 
more information and assistance at 1.833.818.0591 or by email at patients@haystackmrd.com. 

eep.haystackmrd.com

Recurrence monitoring

Months 3 - 24
(Every 3 mo)

Whole blood
(Streck  3 x 10 mL)

Treatment monitoring

Every 4-8 wks
(During adjuvant therapy)

Whole blood
(Streck  3 x 10 mL)

Whole blood
(Streck  3 x 10 mL)

Whole blood
(Streck  3 x 10 mL)

Surveillance

Months 24 +
(Every 6 mo)

Whole blood
(Streck  3 x 10 mL)

Postsurgical MRD

Week 3
(+/- 1 wk)

Week 6
(+/- 2 wk)

Week 0
(Surgery)

Tissue & whole blood
(EDTA; 6 mL)
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Complete paper 
requisition form, include 
pathology report and 
clinic notes

Quest will manage tissue 
retrieval

For in-clinic blood draws, 
use the provided blood 
collection kit (using all 
blood tubes provided) 
and ship to Quest 
Diagnostics per kit 
instructions

For mobile blood draws, 
ExamOne will schedule 
an appointment with 
patient

Providers are asked to 
complete a brief survey 
about their experience

Survey should take 
only 2 minutes to 
complete

A completed survey is 
required prior to 
ordering Haystack 
MRD Monitoring

Samples are processed

For Haystack MRD 
Baseline orders, a 
personalized test is built

Haystack MRD Baseline 
test performed for initial 
test; follow-up tests 
performed using 
Haystack MRD 
Monitoring test

A PDF Report with ctDNA 
values is delivered 

Genetic counselor 
support is available 

Patient Service 
Specialists are available 
to assist patients

Use the same process as 
for ordering Haystack 
MRD Baseline

No tumor tissue required

Use provided blood 
collection kit (Streck 
tubes only; EDTA tube 
not required)

Blood can be collected 
in-clinic or by mobile 
phlebotomy

Fax documents to Quest 
Diagnostics at 
844.364.0860

Testing performed

Haystack MRD™ Monitoring

Billing: our commitment to patients

This test was developed and its performancecharacteristics determined by the CLIA-certified Haystack Oncology™ laboratory. 
It has not been cleared orapproved by the US Food and Drug Administration.
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Have questions? We’re here to help. Contact our dedicated support team for 
Haystack MRD by emailing providers@haystackmrd.com or call 1.844.966.7050.


